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Special Hatchery Workshops
September 8, 2023

Erik Neatherlin, Director 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŀƭƳƻƴ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ hŦŦƛŎŜ

Tara Galuska, Orca Recovery Coordinator 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŀƭƳƻƴ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ hŦŦƛŎŜ



2

Today

ÅSouthern Resident Orca Task Force

ÅRecommendations & Progress

ÅWDFW Role and Engagement
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2018 Gov Inslee Issued 
SRKW Executive Order
18-02

ÅOutlined problem and elevated 
issue

ÅIdentified immediate recovery 
actions for state agencies

ÅCreated the Southern Resident Killer 
Whale Task Force to develop 
recommendations
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Executive Order 18 -02
Immediate Actions

ÅIdentify high priority prey areas to focus resources

ÅIncrease enforcement and education

ÅQuiet ferries

ÅDemonstrate how Chinook recovery projects benefit 
SRKW

ÅPrioritize outreach efforts to support SRKW

ÅAmend key fishing regulations to protect key areas and 
fish runs

ÅLimit PCBs in hatchery fish food

ÅDevelop criteria for stormwater projects that benefit 
SRKW
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Orca Task Force

ÅMultiple representatives to create 
recommendations including:

ÅTribes

Ålegislators

ÅState, local and federal & Canadian agencies

Ånon -profits

ÅBusiness

ÅExtensive public comments

Å2 reports with Final Recommendations

Å3 Working Groups: Prey, Vessels, Contaminants
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Three Working Groups

Prey, Contaminants, Vessels

ÅWorking Group members included:

ÅTribes

Ålegislators

ÅState, local and federal & Canadian 
agencies

Ånon -profits

ÅBusiness

ÅUniversity scientists

ÅCanadian entities
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49 Orca Task Force Recommendations
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Life After the 
Task Force

ÅTask Force sunset after submitting  
final report to Governor

Å2021 - Orca Recovery Coordinator -
Governorõs Salmon Recovery 
Office

ÅState Agencies

ÅCoordination with Tribes

ÅWorking Groups & Partners

ÅMonitoring with PSP 

ÅSRKW Intergovernmental 
Workgroup

ÅBudgets, Policy, Activities, Actions

Åwww.orca.wa.gov
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http://www.orca.wa.gov/
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Progress
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Budgets to Support 
Orca Recovery

Å2019-21 $700 Million

Å2021-23 $800 Million

Å2022 Supplemental $376Million

Å2023-25 $1.2 Billion
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Note: Funding does not reflect Department of Transportation culvert 
injunction for fish passage or electrification of ferries
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Goal 1: 
Increase 
Chinook 
abundance. 
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ÅIncreased Habitat programs 
and overall funding 

ÅSRKW prey stock prioritization

ÅPST habitat implementation

ÅSalmon Strategy Update, 
workplan and funding

ÅFocus on increased prey base, 
including hatchery production
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Prey 
Progress 
Highlights:


